B O O K R E V I E W S B U C H B E S P R E C H U N G E N
J.M. Watt and M.G. Breyer-Brandw&k: Medicinal This is the most detailed compendium ever written on plant poisoning of animals. It is a work of such formidable thoroughness and erudition as to disarm a critic and make a review almost gratuitous. Potential American, Australasian and European readers should not be deterred by its title. Like KINGSBURY'S "Poisonous Plants of the United States and Canada", reviewed here recently, its geographic scope is wide, and it ranges far beyond the confines of the African continent. Primary emphasis is indeed on African plants, but of course related plants grow throughout the world, and furthermore the authors constantly discuss reports from other continents. Although neither of them is a veterinarian, and they deal with pharmacology as well as toxicology, plant poisoning in domestic animals is heavily emphasized and presented in satisfying detail throughout the book; it could hardly be more valuable to veterinary pathologists had it been written exclusively with them in mind.
The encyclopedic integration of published literature into the text beggars description; the awestruck reviewer counted 7,517 references! Experimental literature is skillfully woven in to explain natural phenomena wherever possible; and conflicting opinions are carefully pointed out rather than glossed over.
Despite the enormous amount of detail in it, the authors do not bog downthe book is written in a lucid and interesting style, and what might otherwise be overwhelming amounts of solid text are relieved by the judicious use of typography which clearly sets out plant names and active principles. Excellent drawings and photographs, some of both in color, augment the botanical description to good purpose. The three indices alone run to 260 pages.
To have produced this book at all must have required courage and vision on the part of both authors and publisher; the success of their efforts is beyond any praise a reviewer can bestow. Every veterinary pathologist concerned with pIant poisoning will want this invaluable reference book as a guide, and will be rewarded by pleasure as well as profit when he refers to it. L.Z. SAUNDERS
